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itself dreamt, perhaps, of Southern Slav brotherhood,
but to them it meant union with the also Orthodox
Bulgars^ But the authorities in Belgrade, both civil
and military, were more or less Pan-Serb, even apart
from the terrorists of the Black Hand who had
helped to engineer the murder at Sarajevo. As
Mr. Macartney has written:1 "During their (the
Serbs') century of gallant and extraordinarily successful
national struggles they had increased their territory
more and more, but always spreading outward from
a central core. The expansion had always taken the
form of a greater and ever greater Serbia, built up
firmly round this strong core; and they did not believe
any other system durable or even feasible," It is
relevant, too, that Serb military men were not at all
enthusiastic about the acquisition of Slovenia whose
position was in any case so exposed to attack. Some
Serbs, indeed, remained very sceptical about being too
much involved with the Slovenes and Croats whom
they regarded as over-softened by Habsburg rule, for
they never distinguished at all clearly between what
they regarded as decadence and what most West
Europeans would consider as the pleasing effects of
more civilized conditions.
It was in a sense fortuitous that so many non-Serb
groups were now united under the rule of the Kara-
georgevid dynasty. The Slovenes and Croats of the
Habsburg Empire thought in terms of the unity of
the Yugoslavs of the Monarchy, and despatched the
Slovene leader, Father KoroSec, to represent them in
Western Europe in the autumn of 1918. The Croat
representative, Dr. Trumbid, had signed the Declaration
1 C. A. Macartney, op, at., p. 364.
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